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JOINT SCRUTINY FOR POLICIES, CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
COMMITTEE AND POLICIES, ADULTS AND HEALTH COMMITTEE 
(VIRTUAL MEETINGS FROM MAY 2020 DUE TO CORONAVIRUS)

Minutes of a Meeting of the Joint Scrutiny Committee for Policies, Children and 
Families and Policies, Adults and Health Committee held virtually on Tuesday 16 
March 2021 at 10.00 am

Present: Cllr L Redman (Chair - Children & Families), Cllr R Williams (Vice-Chair- 
Children & Families), Cllr M Dimery, Cllr B Revans, Cllr W Wallace, Cllr J Williams, 
Cllr H Prior-Sankey (Chair - Adults & Health), Cllr M Healey (Vice-Chair - Adults & 
Health), Cllr A Bown, Cllr P Clayton, Cllr A Govier, Cllr J Lock, Cllr L Oliver (substitute for 
Cllr M Caswell) and Cllr G Verdon
Mr P Elliott and Mrs R Hobbs – co-opted members

Other Members present: Cllr D Fothergill, Cllr M Chilcott, Cllr D Huxtable, Cllr 
C Lawrence, Cllr F Nicholson, Cllr C Paul, Cllr F Purbrick, Cllr S Coles, Cllr B Filmer, Cllr 
G Fraschini, Cllr A Groskop, Cllr A Kendall, Cllr L Leyshon, Cllr T Munt and Cllr L Vijeh

Apologies for absence: Cllr M Caswell (substitute Cllr L Oliver)

1 Declarations of Interest - Agenda Item 2

There were no new Declarations of Interest.

2 Public Question Time - Agenda Item 3

There were no questions submitted from the public.

3 One Somerset Programme Update including Government Consultation 
Process and Initial ‘Stronger Somerset’ Independent Report Findings - 
Agenda Item 4

The Committee received a report and presentation on the work undertaken on 
the One Somerset programme, the Government Consultation process and initial 
‘Stronger Somerset’ independent report findings. 

Adult Social Care
The Chair of the Adults and Health Scrutiny Committee invited questions from 
the Committee on the independent report findings, focussing on the 
independent report by Professor John Bolton on Adult Social Care, set out in 
Appendix B, and the PwC report (overall Stronger Somerset proposal) as it 
relates to social care, as set out in Appendix A to the submitted report.  

A number of questions and comments were made on the report findings, which 
were responded to at the meeting. These covered issues such as the integration 
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of health and social care and partnership working, the benefit of boundaries 
being co-terminus and risks associated by the creation of new structures; the 
‘Stronger Somerset’ case had a lack of understanding of the current position re 
Somerset Adult Social Care and the transformation which has taken place. 

Following discussion and consideration of the report on Adult Social Care set 
out in Appendix B to the submitted report, it was agreed that the following 
comments be forwarded to Cabinet: -

 Acknowledges that the County Council is well along its improvement 
journey.

 That Adult Social Care is performing well and is working well with 
partners, including health and other providers.

 Queried whether services could be made worse under the ‘Stronger 
Somerset’ proposals and there could be a risk that services could take 
time to stabilise, to be as good as where they are now.

Children’s Services
The Chair of the Children and Families Scrutiny Committee invited questions 
from the Committee on the independent report findings, focussing on the 
independent report on Children’s Services by Trevor Doughty, set out in 
Appendix D to the submitted report.  

A number of questions and comments were made on the report findings, which 
were responded to at the meeting. These covered issues such as the Alternative 
Delivery Model (ADM) not being fully explained in terms of how it would 
operate (governance), the benefits and why / how the overarching organisation 
will deliver its ambitions and aspirations. 

Following discussion and consideration of the report on Children’s Services, set 
out in Appendix D to the submitted report, it was agreed that the following 
comments be forwarded to Cabinet: -

 That the report was informative and that Children’s Services is on the 
‘journey to be good’.

 The Alternative Delivery Model as outlined in the ‘Stronger Somerset’ 
proposal, has not been fully outlined so as to provide clarity and detail 
as to how it may work.

(The meeting ended at 12.01 pm)
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